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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AR NO. 99-184

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY HONORING AND REMEMBERING JOE
REDINGTON SR., FATHER OF THE IDITAROD

WHEREAS, Joe Redington Sr. moved to Alaska in 1948, purchasing his first sled dog as he crossed the
border; and

WHEREAS, with an unfailing determination and constant good humor, Joe turned the improbable vision of
a sled dog race from Anchorage to Nome into international glory as one of the world's most famous wilderness
challenges; and

WHEREAS, over the years, Joe was the driving force behind the Iditarod - from hustiing the first purse in 1973
to helping seed the careers of countiess mushers; and

WHEREAS, Joe also encouraged many foreign mushers and he is greatly responsible for the growth of long
distance mushing in regions from Europe to South Africa; and

WHEREAS, when people said that mushing a dog team to the top of Mount McKinley could not be done, Joe
and his dog team reached the summit in 1979; and

WHEREAS, in an effort to introduce more people to the thrill of dog mushing, Joe guided his first group of
Iditarod Challengers - dog mushing tourists - from Knik to Nome in 1993; and

WHEREAS, Joe passed away on June 24, 1999, at his home in Knik, at the age of 82
NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Assembly resoives

That the Assembly honors and remembers

Joe Redington Sr.
“Father of the Iditarod”

- a true Alaskan who was loved and respected by Alaskans and every

neclse who met,
f rgottsy

worked with or drove dogs with him - he will be missed but ne
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